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Dear Friends,

Thank you for your faithful prayers for our ministry. We have much for which to praise God!

The Bible Centre in St Petersburg
We give thanks to God for all our Christmas celebrations. We had three events in the Bible Centre-
for children, young people and adults. At the children’s event there were more than 30 children and ten
adult leaders who arranged a real celebration for the children- we even had a live monkey! About 50
gathered for the youth event- the youngsters from the youth club were a special joy as they
organised a fantastic programme that was both spiritual and fun. A lot of people came to the adult
event too. People shared how the Lord had changed their lives through our adult Bible clubs. Everyone
spoke of the wonderful atmosphere in these clubs.

Ministry to Homeless Children
Twelve women spent a wholeeveningat the Bible Centremaking up
and packingChristmaspresents for homeless children. We
prepared150 different presents, making up each onewith prayer
for the child who was to receive it. I was encouraged by the spirit
and atmosphere in this team.

Meanwhile a group of young people prepared a puppet show. Two
lads from the Alpha course made a screen and women from the
painting group helped to sew the puppets- the result was truly a
joint effort between members of different clubs. I couldn't
believe my eyes when I saw all the people who wanted to share in
this ministry. It was the first time that we had enough volunteers.

We had different groups of volunteers taking the puppet show to
the Rainbow centre and putting on a celebration together with the
Nehemiah centre for families who have adopted homeless children
and we also gave presents to theformer streetchildrenbeing
cared forin Petya(see photo below on page 3)and Ira's families.
We also visitedachildren’s home in Volkhov. It was a real joy to
see the smiles on the faces of the children atthe Rainbow centre.
Just a few weeks earlier
they were still living in

cellars or with alcoholic parents who beat them. It was awful to
see a child aged 3-5 whose arms were still bruised from
beatings who trembled if someone made a sudden movement.
Praise God for bringing so many volunteers to organise
Christmas events for these children. NatashaBarsova is taking
this ministry to homeless children very seriously and is willing to
be responsible for it. Please pray that she can manage to do it.
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Youth Alpha
A big thank you to all who prayed for our Youth Alpha programme (The Way) which was very
successful. Twenty five young Orthodox people finished the course and over the 13 weeks they grew
closer to God and to each other. For the final weekend we were together with Father Pavel from
Moscow and the young people from our youth club led the worship. We felt God's special presence
during this weekend, especially on Sunday when the young folk stayed up till 3.00 a.m. praying for one
another. It was a joy to see people who were formally religious getting such a thirst for God.

Please pray for these young people that theymay continue to grow in their faith and be witnesses to
their friends and families.

Murmanskie Vorota
We had another miracle in the village of Murmanskie Vorota. We were allowed to organise events for
the local children and old ladies in theformerschool whichhas been closed. Our friend Raisa Vasilevna
even managed to get a room allocated to us in the school building where we can get together the old
ladies and children for activities. I think that in the course of time this will be a place where we can
hold Bible groups. The Christmas events went very well and twenty children came. The parents really
prepared for thecelebration. The mothers sewedsuits and dresses for their children- the girls
looked like real princesses. For many this was the first time they had been to such a celebration and it
seemed as if the whole village was preparing for it for a month. The elderly peoplecame to their
celebration in their best clothes too. They sang songs and remembered how Christmas used to be
celebrated and I told them the Christmas story. There was such a feeling of God's love for the people
of this village which they themselves say has been "forgotten by God".

Christmas celebrations at Murmanskie Vorota

Team Training
In February wehadtworesidentialweekends for SU volunteers at Murmanskie Vorota. The first was
team training led by Oksana fromSU,Kiev and the second was a Bible seminar with Andrei Cherniak,
co- coordinator  of Scripture Union in the Former Soviet Republics.

Givethanks for the encouragement that theteam received. Please pray that God will use what they
learned intheir ministry.
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Work Parties at Murmanskie Vorota
Three people from achurch inSunningdalewent to help for a week inOctoberwhenourteam of
volunteers wereworking on the exterior of the second house to make it weatherproof for the winter.
They wrote,

“Murmanskie is a fantastic place for retreats. It is quiet and remote. As a Christian house (it was
actually the house where Vera grew up and became a Christian and where her father held underground
church meetings in Soviet times)it is a fantastic witness to the local community and will be an
incredible blessing to the children who visit.It is a beacon of Christian hope to thevillage where there
is a feelingofinsignificance. Nothing happens there and many are alcoholics struggling to survive.

We found it a very exciting place where God’s presence was readily encountered. A “thin” place in a
bleak land where many are depressed, sad and lonely, this house is a great example of hope for all.”

Working on the secondhouse in October Petya digging the sewage trench

During the winter months various work parties of young people have been at the first house. Our aim is
to get the upper floor habitable by the summer, so that we will have enough room to accommodate the
work teams that are coming from St Petersburg and Britainto renovate the interior of thesecond
house. Please pray that these working parties would be a blessing for all involved. Praytoothat the
money needed to complete the work on the two houses will be provided.

Easter
We are planning to return to thechildren’s homes that we visited at Christmaswith puppet shows for
Orthodox Easter inApril. Easter Sunday will be 27th April.Please pray for our preparations and for
the children who will hear the Easter story.

Personal news
 My daughter Katya has been taking her first exams. She is anxious, but she is getting top marks. My
youngest brother Stefan amazed me with the news that his wife Tanya is expecting their sixth child at
the age of41- please pray for her health.

Thank you for all your prayers, support and interest in Scripture Union’s work in St Petersburg.

Vera
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